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: At this time I telephonical y. co municated with the ny Office re ine 6 urs Jones 
* #2 the attached release which’ appeared in the Washifigton Post on Tuesday, 9 p7c 8; em a 
: ve May 23, alleging that the Justice Department was investigating Peter Be anes 

Miss Gandy 


: /) Bergson_"for not registering with its Foreign Agents Registration Section" | 
and a furnished: the following informations “3 ere 


sa[_____ wnte contacting uajoe [for 
the Grand Centra duction Station, 180 Lexington venue; YC, Cgday, was advised 
f that Colonel| § §§ —_—,_IMediical +0 r_ attached to Selective Ser- 


: vice Headquarters, NYC, had contacted at the 
. U. S. Naval Recruiting, Station, 383 Madison Avenue, NYC, with reference to having 
ook sworn into the United States Navy on May 22. Agent[ | contacted 

i at the Grand Central Induction Station, who advised. 
mw; « he had information to the effect that Colonel had_ endeavored to secure the | 
i induction of Kook thru also stated it — 
_ was his information that Kook had received a pre~induction physical examination at 

Washington, D. C. sometime during the early part of 194), and that his induction in- © 

to the USN was requested after the 90 day period had expired prior to his pre- 

induction physical examination. _— stated that while reading the 

Herald Tribune this morning he noticed an article entitled "Bergson Faces Inquiry 


By FBI as Alien Agent" and he immedi gnized the name of Hilel Kook as be- 
ing the same individual whom Colonel ndeavoring to have sworn into 


U. S. Naval f — ahd o- in 
the U. S. Naval forces. fe Yi j / 0.0: 310922 “AS jes 
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at the suggestion of also, contacted[ > 
a ai time advised he had’ been contacted by) Colonel + aM 
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requested t ook be sworn into the U. S. Naval forces, without any a ran 
examination. advised that he told that this was cons pe ‘a 
: trary to the law governing Selective Service and that he had no authority to sw Lore tae 
in Kook or any otHer individual where he had previously had a pre-induction phy icad: aad 
examination and the 90 day period had expired. He advised the Colonel that if he | 
handled the matter thru the proper channels, he would be glad to see that the matter a 
was taken care of. Agent[ —— ] Oe 
was insistent on the induction of stated that as note He 
further advised that when he asked treated as any 
other individual according to the Selective Service law", answer was that 
this man has been in the hair of Cordell Hull and they would like to have him in- 


ducted with the least possible trouble and a new pre~induction physical examination 
was troublesome." [__fatvisea that his information was that Hilel 
Kook was an original registrant of Local Board #31, NYC and that he had been trans~ 
ferred to Local Board #15-A, Washington, D. C. aa advised it was his infor- — 
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mation that Kook had received the pre-induction physical examination on February 
11, 19h), thru Local Board #15-A, Washington, D. C., and had subsequently been reb6 
transferred back to Local Board #31, NYC. bIC 


Agent [ __Jaise furnished the following. article entitled "Bergson Faces Inquiry 
by FBI as Alien Agent" which appeared in the New York Herald Tribune of May 23. It 
carries the byline of Ann Cottrell and Washington dateline May 22. 


H Peter Bergson, head of the newly formed Hebrew Committee of National Liberation, \ 
which is now seeking diplomatic recognition is under investigation by the Justice 
Department concerning his temporary visitor's visa which expired July 7, 191, and 
for not registering with the Foreign Agents Registration, a Department spokesman 
informed the New York Herald Tribune today. Mr. Bergson's Committee, which recent- 
ly purchased a $63,000, "Embassy" here was brought further into the news today when 
it was charged by MaxsZaritsky, President of then\United Hatters, Cap and See | 





Workers of America, that theAmerican League fof Free Palestine is a subdivision 
of the Liberation Coninittee Mr. Zaritsky.in pn open letter to the League, for- 
bade the League to use his fame on any documents issued by the League. William 
Green, President of the American Teese of Labor, also asked in a letter that 

: his name not be used. ; 





“I Mr, Bergson, who is said to be known to immigration authorities under his real name 
of Hilel Kook, has been identified with the organization of several Jewish rescue 
committees since he arrived in the United States on July 7, 190. Justice Depart= 
ment records show that he stated he was a journalist and a British subject, having 
lived in Palestine which is under British supervision for 18 years. He was born 
in Lithuania and is recorded as the son of Rabbi Dove Kooke 


My biography issued by the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation stages that "he 
was responsible for initiating the‘\American Friends of ne|erochay i 
1 : 
1 





for a Jewish Army and Stateless ani Palestinian Jews, the, 
Rights of the” Palestinian Jews Ss, the-gigantic pageants\"We 
Emergency Committee to-Save~the Jewish People of EUpopee 
"yen, Bergson has not listed himself as a member of the American League for a Free 
Palestine which is under attack from organized labor, but a pamphlet on the aims 
of the League states that the American League backs the aims and objectives of the 
Hebrew Committee of National Liberation. The establishment of the National 
Liberation Committee was not announced until after the pamphlet was issued. When 
its establishment was announced Jast Thursday, Mr. Bergson said the Committee was 
but ten days old. Mr. Zaritsky charged that the League was a subdivision of the 
-National Liberation Committee which was recently under severe attack by Zionist 
agencies for its attempt to establish —— Enbassy in Washington." 
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Linking the League and the Liberation Committee, Mr. Zaritsky said members 
of the two groups are members of the Palestinian Irgun which he said had ’ 
been denounced as Fascist by the¥Palestinian Labor Federation. 


Mr. Green's letter was addresged to Representative Andrew L. Somers; Demo= : 
erat of New York, who is listed on its stationery as one of the League's 
sponsors. Mr. Green said he is already serving with th erican Jewish 

Trade Union Committee for, Palestine and asked that the*League "discontinue 


{ne use Of my Name .in the work of the American Leagie for a Free Palestine 
and in the administrative policies of the said organization." 


4 Attached to Mr. Zaritsky}s letter were the signatures of Mr. Green, R. Je 

’ Thomas, President of the\United Automobile Workers of the Congress of Indus 
trial Organizations, SaylueJ Wolchok, International President of the nited 
Retail, Wholesale and Depaftment Store Employees of America, LeosBs(George, 

; President of the\National/, sderation of Post Office Clerks, and dames 4/ 

pve President of theXdmerican Glass and Bottle Blowers Asséciatione 
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. Jones’ 


I called Mr. James Sharp of the Department to find out about : in Ta i. 7 


“4 ; 
F ir 


Tele. Room 


a newspaper article which appeared in the Washington Post ; oday to the lr. Hoass_ 
effect that the Justice Department was investigating Peter Bergson and aa 
thesHebrew Committee of National Liberation, andwhether the Department 

had/requested that we condict an investigation inasmuch as our records did 

not show that such a request was made, Sharp said they had not requested us 46 

conduct any investigation. | 


In order to explain the circumstances Sharp said about two or three 
months ago conversations were had with Bergson and he said then they were about 
to organize this new affair. In spite of all the difficulties of the theories 
under which they were subject to registration, Sharp admitted to him that it 
Was one of those cases where he could not say itis definitely out or he could 
not say it is definitely in, it is just.a question of- interpretation, Sharp 
told Bergson it was ‘one of the cases in which hé' would not tell him that he 
thinks they are exempt and at the same time he would not insist they were - 
absolutely subject tothe Act. Bergson finally said from the standpoint of public 
relations and general things just to prove they have a place to show their’ records 
and show they are not hiding anything, they would comply with the Statute in 
spite of the difficulties and just show the J ewlsh people throughout the world 
is their foreign principal. At that time they did not have any definite 
organiation which they would admit they were collaborating with. Bergeon said 
he would get the matter formulated before filing because “why file one and ae 
then have to file one entirely different a week later. "p78! said Bergson was rn 
Supposed to come in around May 15 and file the statement. 4 ~ 7 y/ 00 < / b 9 - Bis wee 

a ; ; ; In asa nS eee, LD, to: nan ; is , 7 
.Off the record Sharp said what happened was thee Bat three for four . ; 
days ago Mr. Fhillips, one of the Department's public relations men; calledy 1 
him on the telephone and asked if this organization were registered and when ‘\ 


A 


Sharp said it. was not he asked the status of it. Sharp told him/they had been ee 


talking to Bergson and the others and they were going to file a statement but as \ 
yet they had not done so. He also told Phillips they had been looking into the \ 
background of the matter for a long time. Sharp said he understood Phillips ae 
merely said somebody asked whether this organization were registered and if they “ 
were doing anything about it and he said they were merely Looking into it, 


\ 


, 


Sharp further advised that a news 
led him thi 


quoted on it but that he could 5 od that was the case, Saar told 
me they had not specifically requested us to make an investigation other than 
previous memoranda requesting us to secure information. from the British as to the 
background of the organization because the Department was positive that there is 
some tie with Palestine and this group which they have not been able to find. <2 
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HEBREW COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION 
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Tele. Room 
Mr. Nease 

Wiss Beahm 
Miss Gandy 





INTRODUCTION 











Reference is made to your inquiry as to whether the 
tigating Bergson and if so, on what basis. Reference is also made to your request for 
identifying information concerning Bergson. You will recall this matter arose from 
the attached article appearing in the Washington.Post dated May 23, 1944, wherein it 
is stated Bergson is under investigation by the Department. of Justice concerning his 


Mad PE gS ei Oy EES aT re SO SA 


fio Visa status and relative to his failure to register as a foreign agent. 


= a Re 





At the outset, Bergson has not been investigated_by.the Bureau_nor has an 
investigation. been requested by the Department. relative to him. Information has been 
_ supplied to the Criminal Division of the Department concerning the Committee for a Jewish] 
Army of Stateless and Palestinian Jews of which Bergson was the National Director. 





s 
4 


DEPARTMENT'S POSITION IN INSTANT MATTER 


The article in the Washington Post undoubtedly has arisen from negotiations 


ps caneeaiet neces Se! Py > a a as an = arn ee SE ra = ~ parang ets “ Se apres 7 a Se . = - 
between the Foreign Agents Registration Section and Bergson over his ‘possible registra 


tion"as a foreign agent. Mr. James Sharp of the Foreign Agents Registration Section 
- of the Department has advised that he has had conversations with Bergson some two or 


* . : i er a es Bi. ST oe Es Genes ane ee a 
. three months-ago, at the time Bergson was allegedly organizing the Hebrew Committee—of 
y National Liberation. They concerned the possible registration of Bergson as a foreign 


agent, and while there was some doubt in Sharp's mind as to whether Bergson should 
actually register, Bergson finally stated to Sharp that froma standpoint.of, public 


Ye a Pat 
Be 


rb 


| ¥ 4 e a a ® a e “e 
Px relations, and in order to prove his organization is. not hiding afiything, he, Bergson, 


would register to. show. that. the Jewish. people thronghout the. world are their ‘foreign 
principal. Bergson-Was_supposed to come in around May 15, 19/1, and file a registra 
tion statement. «. 





Off the record, Sharp said that. what..has. happened-is that about three or. four 
days ago | (May 19 or_20), a Mr. Phillips, one..of.the Department's public relations! b6 


men connected with called Sharp on the telephone and asked if the. = b7c 
organization was registered, and when Sharp said it was not, he asked the status of it. 
Sharp told him of talking to Bergson and others of the organization and that a regis- 
tration statement was to be filed,although this action has not been taken as yet. 

He also told Phillips the Foreign Agents Registration Section had been Looking into 

the background of this,group for some time (it is possible that Sharp is referring to 
the information on the} Coanittes for a Jewish Army which was submitted to the Depart— 
ment by the Bureau. Bergson was National Director of this organization). 34 ; 9 
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Memorandum for Mr. Tamn 


Sharp then stated that he understood Phillips to have merely said that _somebody asked 
whether Bergson! $ organization was’ “vegistered” “and. ‘af “anything was going to be. > done 


about.it, dnd “he; Sharp, said they were Just Looking into the organization. 


Sharp further advised that a newspaper man from New_York City had called him 
on the morning of May 23, ‘1944, and asked if he could. Say the Department had not re- 
quested ‘the Bureau to make an investigation of Bergson. Sharp stated he told the 
newspaper man he _didnot.-wanbto_be quoted on aaa but..that he could. State. ate that he under- 


Se pt Ee OE Padovani amting ne eed 


stood od this ¥ was the case. 
INFORMATION SUPPLIED aE NeW YORK OFFICE 





Since the: Department's spokesman’ on Bergson could not be positively identi-~ 

| fied, the New York Office was called for information available relative to the allega~ 
tions in the newspaper. articlé. It will be > recalled that the NewYork. Herald Tribune ‘ 
according to the 7 Washington , Post, .was yas originally - informed | _by. the Department's. spokesman. 
An article appears in the New. lew. York “Herald Tribune for | May 23, ‘1944, entitled "Bergson 
Faces Inquiry by FBI as Alien’ Agent." - This bore a by-line of. Mottrell and a Wash- - 
ington date line of May 22. Briefly; the article referréd to 98 neny formed Hebrew 
Committee of National Liberation and particularly Bergson, its*head. The article said 
that Bergson is ‘seeking diplomatic recognition and that he is under investigation by 
the Justice Department. concerning: his expired visitor's visa and for not registering as 
a foreign agent. It went onto relate the background of Bergson's organization and its 
purposes, as well as those of several closely connected organizations. The article 
also contains reference to the failure’of Bergson to obtain permission for the use of 


the names,of such people as of the A. F. of Le It also said an 
that [pastor 2 leader, Ed Forbidden the use of his name by Bergson. - 


The article in the Herald Tribune further stated that Bergson is known to 
immigration authorities under’ the name of Hilel Kook and that he arrived in the United 
States on July 7, 1940. Further, Justice Department records show that he stated he was 
a journalist and a British subject, having lived in soreeene He is supposed to have 
been born in Lithuania as the son of Rabbi Dove Kook. 





It o the New ae a Office by Selective Service officials 
that Colonel of Selective Service headquarters, New York City, 
had requested Bergsonfs, induction into the United -States Navy expedited since "this 
man has been in the hair of CordelJAHull and they would like to have him inducted 
with the least possible trouble add a new pre-induction phys ieal examination was trouble- 
some" (the ninety-day period succetéding Bergson! S pre-induction phys ical examination b6 
had expired). f bre 





STATE DEPARTMENT INFORMATION CONCERNING BERGSON = | 
. In May, 1943, [jet the Bureau ob pved ‘a letter prepared_on the 
letterhead of the Committee for a Jewish Army by Peter He Bergech, addressed to[ | 


—— Bergson advised that he and fives S colleagues were in the United 
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‘Memorandum for Mr. Tamm 


States as visitors and were in danger of being drafted. He said he would be glad to 
fight in the United States Army except that he and his colleagues have a much "| . 


ibility - the raising of a Jewish Army of 200,000. Bergson appealed for 
a to impress his draft board with his non~combatant value to the Unite 
ations. 


\ 


b6 
bac 


It was also in May, 1943 39 that several United States Senators were expressing 
their anger over the use Of their names by “Bérgson without _ “their a ‘authority. » Senator 
Lucas, according to the. ‘State Department, was particularly perturbed and stated then 
that he might ask the Bureau to investigate Bergson. No request along these lines was 


received, however. 





of. the State Department has also eee the Bureau 
that Bergson came into. the United ‘States in 1940 ‘and that his status, as. of May 23, 


1944, was that his visitor's v visa was noverstayed.it | “He. “said that th there is _is presently a. 
warrant outstanding for _the deportation. of ‘Bergson, | but, of been served, 


eee vient 


poss it might ‘make’ “a martyr out. of. ‘Bergson. ‘also advised 
thee} for the Foreign Agents Registration Section of the Department knew cone 
siderable about Bergson. He also said that Bergson had requested diplomatic imm imnunit 

from the State Department, presumably to avoid the draft, but “the"State Department had 


“pI 





. ou considered taba at all. 
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BERGSON Ss CONNEGTTONS, 


“Bergson ie, according to newspaper arti articles, the head of. ithe _.nebrew,_ Committee 
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of wetionset Liberation. This group, according to to literature in the possession of the — 


‘Bureau, desires. the establishment of the Hebrew people of Hurope and of Palestine as a 


ee League fora Free Palestine, under the sponsorship of such people as M 


“ nation -and claims that if a plebiscite were had, these people would identify themselves 
"3% bia oats | as a Hebrew nation. 


‘Lefner of 
PM, Gongressman - Wi Rogers, dr., and-others. A pamphlet put out by this organization 
stated that it supported the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation. it said that a 
handful of. its‘ members has initiated in the past three years in the United States, 


: In April, 1944, > 2 new organization came into existence known as, theNamerican. 


‘the following organizations: 


| peinartoan Friends of a Jewish Palestine 
he Committee for a Jewish Army of, Stateless and Palestinian Jews 
ese a Conference and the-imergency Committee _ 
to Save the Jewish People or. “Europe. . 


Bergson is not identified in this literature as affiliated with the American 
League for a Free Palestine. He has, however, been listed as the National Director 
of the Committee for a Jewish Army. An investigation was conducted of this organiza~ 
tion by the Bureau and briefly it can be described as one. promoting such an army. 


ee 
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Memorandum for Mr. Tamm 


While there were allegations that there were Communists infiltrating the Committee, 
there were no concrete indications of this. None of its officers were known Communists<: 
It was reported in April, 1943, that the majority of Jewish people in the United States 
were not supporting it, although at that time its following was increasing. Since 
that time there have been. no indications of any widespread activity on its part. The 
British advise concerning the Committee that the Committee in London was inspired by the 
United States group and further, that the British branch had taken directives from New 
York City. At the time, the officers of the English branch were quarreling among 
themselves and British. eeu eceeaee had taken no action, thinking the group would oe. 

a geal death. - 7 


dee 


Bergson’ was listed, as a spéaker for the July 20, 1943 session of the Hmer- 
gency Conference, t to” Save the. Jewish People of ‘Burope, - at ‘the Hotel Commodore 2. New York 
City. ; 


Giieniite 4 a. permanent ee 3 the Rmergency Committee to Save the 
Jewish 1 People of  Burope,_ was, formed out of; the above described conference. “Among _ the 
co-chairmen - Was Bergson, along with Louie Bromfield, Max Lerner, Ben}t echt, Represen- 
tative Will Rogers, Jr., and Among the vice ghairmen were a= 
number of people who had been nn 4 in liberal circles but who could not be con- 
sidered Communists. a oat ror 
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pees 
Relative’ to the jeeean pened: organization » the Emergency Committee to Save 
the Jewish People , of Europe, an article, appeared in the November 2), 1943 issue of the 
Daily Worker which attacked the group as displaying anti-United Nations aims. The sub- 
sequent article in the same paper, dated April 6, 1944, said that the Emergency Com | 
mittee to Save the Jewish People of Europe was in the hands of Republican Defeatists, 
Social Democrats and Revisionist Zionists. 
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ebrew Cominittee Hea 
~ = - e e a 

Is Under Investigation 

" Copyright by New York Tribune, fnc, 
Peter Bergson, head of the 

newly formed Hebrew Committee 

of National Liberation which ig 

iNOW Seeking diplomatic ee el ° 

ition, is under investigation by the P 

Justice Department concerning his|! 

temporary visitor’s visa, which ex-| 

jDired July 7, 1941) and for not : 

yegistering with its foreign agents 

‘peistration section, a départment} , 

sHokesman informed the New Yor 

erald Tribune yesterday, ogee 
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Of  Aetine Head, . War Division . oo ee | 


“3 ae Edgar: Hoover; — “Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation oS er 
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a, rew Comittee of National: Liberation). a ee ea ee re ee 
Lo (mo “". o/. Abbention: Poreign Agents. Registration Section 
: ae gage 7h Hs eS is ~~ ae 7 ese Fee oe oe ears Pe Pe vee ah. Aad mS oe 
ee a fess ve t , ; = a , = . e”* f ts ~ = . ie ~ ye FO vw +" ie : ‘ : = +": ae iS oats ” Pie * te 
A ae Be Burrean’ ‘has been informed that the captioned: person’ ds. scheduled ° ‘ 
— - 5. bo" a at: Tow: Hail, ‘New York City, on ‘July 12, 1944. It is understood’ 
it . that he has registered: under.:the ‘provisions: of” the. ‘Foréign. Agents: “Registration” 
a “Act of 1938, as emiended., ce eS ee a Oe ee ea a eo tL 
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Ngee Seas It would ‘be appreciated if you. would furnish: ‘the Bureau with a copy” “ 
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To be held at. ch = ye 


TOWN HALL: “4 
Address: 123 West 43rd Street, New York - AG 4 


Time: 8:30 P. M. 4 <0 a 
Date: Wednesday, July 12th, 1944 Or 
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- ALL ma — 
FEATURING | pate apf _9\ py) 
PETER H: BERGSON 














= Chairman - Hebrew Committee of National Liberation | 
: IN HIS FIRST | 
is MAJOR POLITICAL ADDRESS 
Naw 
Te 


_ OTHER PROMINENT SPEAKERS = -  - - ‘THRILLING CEREMONIES _ 





APPROPRIATE DRAMATIZATIONS 


w 
6 
- 4 
= ot a 
end + . = 
an ef 
tat * . 


XP 
a) | 
\‘~ w/ _@ What Is the Renascent Hebrew Nation? 
& > 
e AK e What Will Be the Relationship Between This Renas- 
catiaheanagndiieeeamasacammanienammneiammmamtiemendt | vases cont=-Nation~end—Amexisens+of-Hbroveeltessentteensu i aati pte aaa 
se = e What Four Immediate Demands Does the Hebrew . 
. | Committee of National Libration Make of the Demo- 


cratic World? 
e What Is the Objective of the eee pee A Free 


. Palestine? ; 
\ ; ® “Who Are the American Readers and Prominent Public 
| cet Figures ‘Who Have Come Out Demanding Support 
i oes ._ For and Recognition of the Hebrew Committee? 
@ What Is Symbolized by the Unrecognized Hebrew . 
: ‘ Embassy and the Blue and White Flag With the : 
INDEXED. IN ” Star of David Which Waves So Proudly From That 
PUBLICATION, 7 Building? - 
SLES : 
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ae oe _ - | ae 
ADMISSION: 60c, $1.20 . b.ele le. (Pax Included) 


hot 








WHO ARE “THOSE SEVEN MEN” OF THE 
<>. HEBREW COMMITTEE. OF NATIONAL LIBERATION ? 





¥ 
oOreacrie 


ft ty 


11 West 42nd Street,.New York 18, N. Y. a 


@ Ce 
a = EXECUTIVE BOARD - 
Co-Chairmen ; 
Louis Bromfield - | Will Rogers, Jr. '  ; Harry Louis Selden — - 
Ben Hecht : Rep. Andrew L. Somers : 
: ; a. a 
‘ Vice-Chairmen i : ) | x 
= Stella Adler .-. |. Lester Cohen 4 Dr, Manfred Sakel fas om os 
se. Konrad Bercovici Jo Davidson —_-_ Arthur Szyk - ie, oe ‘ : 
~ = . ao "+ Frances Gunther aw co 
| | ae eegek 
EwilliaiitAuerbach. Levy Nathan George Horwitt | Harvey L. Schwamm le ae 
WS Albert2A*Bauer Betty Keane ; Philip Simpsor: me gre ae 3. CS ' 
cx, Ritssel Gordon Carter Emil Lengyel ns Julia Szyk 2 - ae : | 
- ™™ Rose Cohen Lawrence Lipton > - '*3 Semmes = Par ae 
i } Irving Taitel 
<=> Hon. Robert J..Crews Lyon Mearson 2. A da Zi : 
Lion Feuchtwanger Rabbi Baruch Rabinowits Frieda Zimmerman 
Eric Godal Curt Riess s | a William Torah 


Executive Director 


a Alex Wilf 


t 
g 
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American League for a Free cs | 


I think that the formation of the Hebrew / 
Committee of National Libration:is one of ; 
the most wholesome signs that. has yet ap- 
peared on the horizon of post- weir solutions 
of age-old problems. I believe its claims 


are just, its philosophy sound. It is the . mae 
| 


‘ 


-——s 


ate T, 


sensible, rational answer both Yo the | i, 

-| ‘Palestine problem and the probléms of anti- | 
semitism. Peter H. Bergson, with! whom I have : 
worked for a long time, is a man:of unques- 

tioned integrity, tireless energy and dynamic 


ee ee ee 





leadership. It is men of this type who will, : f 
I hope, be leading figures in the post-war es 
world. The American League for a, Free-Pales- eae — 





tine is formed in the finest tradition of . vty 
all national descent and creed will give, ot 











= their wholehearted supp fom agree : Theodore Bennahum ;{ ¥ Pierre Delougaz Jeremia Hilger 
| . WILL i Why are they so yehemently and unscrupulously attacked? - J 
Why are they supported with such devotion and enthusiasm? % 
<> GD But ede all— What do they want and what do they stand for? 


me". Se ~~ 








ILVG 


g 


7 
u 


NA St NISYdH 


G3lstSs 
CANIVINOD MOUMIAMOANE 714 


K 


American League for a Free Palestine 


11 West Forty-Second Street —- Suite 450 


NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 








American League for a Free Palestine P 4 “a 
ll West 42nd Street ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


New York 18, N. Y. HEREIN {S$ UNC SSirie 
DATE sy seal 


Gentlemen: ZIIZ}{ 
Please send me tickets at 
CT] 60c. 
Ci $1.20 
Enclosed please find sum of $ 
Name eee ae 
Address 


City 
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AND REFER TO 
INITIALS AND NUMBER 


De ee ye ska aes 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | eae 
CJS2RM WASHINGTON, D.C. 


149=895 
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be Bun, Be od S anccneeers 
k hts Games 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER ar 
DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


| 


Res Potde Beeeseh } 
(Hebrew Committee of 
National Liberation) 


a 


This will acknowledge your memorandum of July 13, 
1944 concerning the above individual. 


For your information the/ lebrew. Coumittee of Na@ J 
tional Liberation, filed a registration statement under 
the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended 
on June 15, 1944. Although some of the Committee's 
Literature issued since that date has been received, our 
files do not contain a copy of Mr. Bergson's address at 
Town Hall, New York City, on July 12, nor do they contain 
any information concerning the meeting at which he spoke. 
An effort will be made however to secure copies of this 
address and you may be sure that as soon as they are ree 

ceived, a copy will be promptly forwarded to the Bureaus. 


P . 


Charles J. of Le 


Acting Chief 
Foreign Agents Registration Section 


War Division 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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TO: 
Y, Poter HDpe: FLBOR b6 
E ebrew Exbassy) b7c 
. e3L7 Massachusettes Are. 

See Jashington, D.C. 


¥ 
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Aclmouedging PEeCel pe of addressee's cable of July Lith., welter soetea. «. 


a Aik Was sure that the commbetion cf tha Birmbaws @ yerdlet wes aro Se par ae — - a 
/ _ fi Liev please have airmailed sous editorials of the Amerieen sroes ahews bhiu cctecc 
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v SPECIAL NOTICE.—The attached information was taken from private communications, and its extremely confidential character must be preserved. 


nformation must be confided only to those officials whose knowledge of it is necessary to prosecution of the war. In no case should it be widely distributed, or 
w/made, or the information used in legal proceedin; 5 or in any other public way without express consent of the Director of Censorship. — BYRON PRICE, 
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‘ Hebrew Leader 
: a. Asks Board to .° 
Recall Warrant 


y ; 


J Geet Committee of National 
‘Liberation, yesterday “asked with- 


drawal of the arrest warrant issued 
against him for illegal residence in} 
h this country. 


He later disclaimed the “e 


bility that he could be deported to/' 
‘Palestine for ‘failing properly to}: 
renew his expired visa, even if thel, 
c 4 ‘board should xeject his appeal,} 

: /sihee, he said, there is no trans-| 


portation for civilians from this? 


“country to the Near East, 


, _ Pending the outcome of his case, |. 

é ‘which has been. before the Bureau|’ 

‘of Immigration and Naturalization}: 

‘for several months, is an applica-] 

. ‘tion before the State Department|: 


* a permanent visa so that h [ 
: n continue his “work in beha 
: ‘of the Hebrew people,” Bergso | 


snid, 
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In 4 final plea before the Board| 
Ge Immigration Appeals, Peter} 
Bergson, leader of the so-called 





- 4} Mr. Quinn Tamm..-- 
: Mr. Nease...--------- 
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| Mr. Talson a ie 
i Mr, E. KBs ft. .--- 
A Mr. Clog %.-------- 
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This is a clipping from 
page 4 of the - 





_.. .--.Washington. Post-of: --.2_....._ Same 


VwOr4q 


Clipped at the Seat of 
Government. 
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| Attheles Zionists: 


Bergson Admits His Committee 
Has No Right to Collect Funds 
by Gloria Lubar ‘and ° 
--Edfvard F. van der Veen a 
Peter H. Bergson held a press] (The use of word’“Hebrew’”’ as a 


conference late yesterday. > 


Washington | citizen of ee vu ae 
, ' ivities in|“Hebrew” is a “sta el : 
“this Sane me ° a : In a telegram calling the press 
| Bergson prese ted a prepared|conference, Samuel Merlin, a co- 


denounce yesterday’ 


i i harged The}: 
in whith he charged the] patriot of Bergson, charged 1 ° 
ae (et "The Po t story was one of/Post was the tool of “British im-| 


deliberate misrepresentation -and|perialists and defeatist Zionist 


A : : 29 * : . 
+ act ion td present him in the/leaders,” * ; | 
ee _ Earlier in-the day, Third Precinct 


t possible light. , 
Bergeon admitted when aqueS-/ police said they plan to call-Berg- 
tioned, ever, that the Hebrew) on. into court to explain why he 
of Nation as operated a business from 2315 


: E_which he is chairman is not/rr,.cachusetts ave. nw., a highly 
Atferican; has no right to collect! ciicted residential area, without 


* eS d if 
fynds;_is_ takin nLoward| an occupancy permit, 
djrect relief to “Hebrews;” and) pojice said they told Bergs 


oved into the quarte 
present either European or Pales- When he m 


to aeaaea i {hat if he wished to conduct a busi 
nian eee Be Teale aes hess he must go to the District); 


ommissioners 


reported that he had been refused. 


Police’ said théy then told Berg- | 


son he must obtain an occupancy 
permit from the zoning commis- 


sion. According to the Zoning Com-|. 
mission, this request also Was re- 


fused on the ground the only busi- 
| Ress that could be operated in that | 
irestricted area would have to have 
||been established there prior to 
11920, or be a recognized embassy |, 
“Yor legation: 
At the press conference persist- | 
ent questioning by The Post as to 
whom he (Bergson) represents, re- 


peatedly brought this answer: 
planation as to what he meant by 
. brews,’ ” | 
iberation Fund, Inc., 


“I represent myself.” 
Demand for a more explicity ex- |} 
“myself” caused Bergson to add: 
“I embrace ail stateless ‘He- 
} # Bergson insisted that part of; 
le capital of the Hebrew Nation ‘l 
ided for by Billy Rose, nig] 
‘elub impresario. Pak : 


I 
- jnoun is Bergson’s stock in saa 
‘Bergson wanted to/discuss and|He contends that a Jew may he ai 


and have them} 
Change the zoning restrictions. |! 
Bergson did that, police said, and 


‘you don’t know? 


33 Sy oe eRe ag Ree RCs Ace cs? 


Reached in New York last night 
by; The Post, Rose denied any co 
nection with Bergson, his commit 
tees, or the fund, 

‘Let him show one single chee 

iI ever signed,” Rose said, “Tt is 
true that I did stage the pageant, 

“We Will Never Die,’ both in New 

York and at Constitution Hall in 

‘Washington for’ Ben Hecht, who 


| Wrote it. I did it pecause it was a 


good show. That ‘was my only 
connection with the’ pageant,” 
Representative Sol Bloom (D., 
N. Y.), chairman of the House For- 
eign Affairs Committee, ques- 
tioned as to Bergson’s accomplish- 
ments during his Stay in this coun- 
try, declared: “No authorized Jew- 
ish agency approves of the meth- 
ods adopted by Bergson and his 
groups.” re ee 
Charging ‘that Bergson’s meth- 
ods were purely ‘lobbying and high 
pressuring, Bloom exhibited a tele 
‘am. from; the ‘Emergency Co a! 


= 


a Wit ae ee ee a - 
Im‘ttee to Save the Jewtsh People 


‘Ort Europe last year, asking thése 
‘Who receive the telegram to ive 
2 gengrous contribution So ithat 
“the committee could “force pajsage 
‘of a yesolution” then Pending in 
;Congréss “to force ’ Washington, 
London, Palestine, England, Tur-/ 


Key to continue work on larger! 
'SCale,” 


| “Tf that isn’t high bressuring 
‘and lobbying, I would like to know 
‘What is,” declared Bloora. 
Bloom recalled B 

‘pearance before the 

€lgn Affairs Committe 

2» asked him if he had come 
‘Into this country legally,” the Con-! . 
‘gressman said. ‘ 

: “T don’t know,’ Bergson told me, 
iSwore at Witness , 


“What the helf do you mean! 
oT thundered,” | 
Congressman add- 
rst time I eyer re- 
Swearing at a committee. 


Chuckling, the 
‘ed, “It’s the firs 
;memb 
hearing.” 

Bergson told Bloom he stil! didn’t 
know. . p 7 
_Whtere*were. you born? 
sisted,” Bloom went on, ‘ 
'y“Bergson said it was non of mW 
business. I then dismissed f¥; 
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SIUISH WERORISTS GROUES 
Palestine . Be LPB de 
(irgun Tayal Leumi). * BE Lb. a Ge ae Ade 
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| Oa the morning of Debober 7s Whh,y Spockel Agents Burton, - - 3 
_. Roach and Vinterrowd congerred with Asoistant Commissions: RO. 0. ‘e 
/ Gatling in sharge of the Criminal Investigetion. Depart (C220. + ae | 
Polestine, with respects. t6 his duquirdes. for inf preption concerning: . aes 
 <. gvoups or dniividusis possibly in contact with thewierroriata groups - - 
a a in.Pelestine, Has cliically displa rod considerable dntergat dn Peter | wh 
(VY Terguon, elias Liew toe Kook, head of thoXtchrew Cox Comitten: of Habigndl Tiberstion: a 
—s, PRC ERE Dubject oF Sp eseaeaabLe newapepar publicity at the prosent tines “Ro * 
eae: ors 42 the Bureau hed received any infornstion. ‘indicating that Bergson nicht. 
. ve ssoibly be finaneitie coms of the sctivities of the raehain: grotips, bn Paloatina 
: At tha outset, it wag oxplained to te. Catling thub the sam vho ordinarily 
.  ° wecgektves the information conceraing Sidnist nattera was nob then ‘avadlabie. bur. - I 
Ti... that Lf ue. Cabling weuld outline he dnfornstion Io depired pn review of tha.° 
be 9 Buresuts retorda would be wedd dn-dn attempt to obtain such data, Ih was also. * 
\. . explained to de, Catling that af courad, the purean. dons hay delve = religions: 
eet aa — ratighats mobeers, y as 









as Catling acvised at ihe Weg  peurbdotadity aia a Sapheiahilies 4. 

~~ concerning: & possible trensfer of funds for the tenefit of the. sarromist groups > 

a8 Well az.the identities of those persons or organizations responsible for the dy 
Nisolleation of tha finda. He adyised that he had no concrete information indie 

eating that funds haye been tronsmithed to Polestine by groups in tite country, 

although the possiblity exists. that’ thig hes been the nese, He pointed out 

. ‘that thee ane citizens of Falestino who ore desirous of making investments in - 

+ho tnited States and that i in not beyond the resim ef renson for repre sentatives 
of the terrorist groups to approith these persone and advise them thet it the | 

honby wore. mids avolishie to thon their representatives in tha United States 
(Gere. Bergson) would dn turn arrange the necebsary credits in thia country. 

_ 68 abling pointed out he has not come abross any. adtual oxsumplos of this, | iets 






iy on: Miz’ 


* Declas 
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7 c ~ ip answer to 8 Query as to possible contacts of pater Perteon in De o3 

: |. Palestiis, Cabling advised that he knew oftwo, One is nome | 
Who uorrived in Palestiné from the United States in, February or Tf o 

]eons.to Pelestine.as an ordinory traveler and, according to Catling, 
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‘pu BS was purported bo be the ropresentative of Rergoon in Palestine, Gebling u oe J 
ur. Clee _-_Said he hed no information showing sny undue acount of funds. tn the posecesion — 4 
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iy) 2s Peter H. BERGSON @ HILAL Cook. Sf 





B. Lithuania-c..1909, Said to have lived in Palestine for . 


18 years. The following information is derived principally 


from correspondence intercepted by censorship. S< 


In August 1910 Viadina>saporm founder of the New 
Zionist Organisation, intomea| in Palestine that 
HILLEL had arrived in the United States to initiate a firiancial 
drive, In April 1941, the headquarter the Betar (N.Z. 
Youth Movement) in New York, informed a monber of the 
NZO executive in London, that Cook had left the headquarters tivo 
U! months apo, apparently with the intention of forming a new orgeni~ 


sation, - @ failed to achieve this end was considering returning 





was appointed 






Shortly afterwards it was reported that, negotiations between 
xCOOK and the NZO executive (Nessiut) had broken dowm since COOK . 
‘nad refused to accept the condition that the policy of the American 
Friends of Palestine, one of his committees, should be controlled 
Tite b y._the Nessiubs..y 


In March 1912 . an active Revisjonist 
in London previously connected wi e Organisation of théefewish — 


Marine League, wrote to BERGSON (as he was called by then) introducing 
1 “finself and asking if BERGSON could find him some work te do in the 








Declassify on 


OA Be Classified by Keen (V2; 
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(Th UK. Por the New Zionist cause. complained that he was not ud 
teken seriously by the N.Z.0, in London who referred to his ideas as =. 
moonshine... | | 


ie Fo 
7, _~ 
cf ae | 
3 





In Jue of the same year, a of the N.%. Emergency 
._Committee-.. a dissident branch of\the Revisionists in London ~ 
' offered his congratulations tol _ and BERGSON for the remark 
able achievements of their American Committee for a Jewish Army, 
although he did not alvays approve of the methods they employed, 
After discussing the worl whic was doing in London in 
\U) “Conjunction with the American Committee; [( |says; "What is 


our friend/HILLEL doing in his private life? My information from 


oe eee 


Palestine ‘about his organisation is rather alarming"... 


In September 19.2 BERGSON was quoted as head of the Political | 
Department of the American Committee for a Jewish Army. In September ,, 
19:3, sds a Letter to Palestine, gaye the following des=. 9 p7c 
eription of the origin of the Committee for a jewish Army. _ "A circular 
Letter was written to a hundred prominent men whose names were taken out 
of the jfho's Who; explaining the necessity to form a Jewish Army and 
asking then to join the Committee in formation, 10 replied joining 
thé Committee. A second circular Letter was sent out to a thousand 
on stationery bearing the names of the 10 who previously had replyed 
"veg", The same procedure was repeated several times until today we 
have something like 10,000 nomes of people who consider themselves aera 
(U} prominent on the various committees which have developed from the 


¥ 


»«» "In January, 1942, Peter Bergson; who is the leading spirit of 

the whole group, hit upon A new idea, We bought a page in the “New 

Yorls Times" and advertised the Committee for a Jewish Army just as 

you would advertise Chevrolet motor cars or Players cigarettes, The 

full page advertisement created a sensation. ‘A coupon under the 

advertisement asked the public to send in their names and a contri> 
IT bution to cover the expenses, The results were so encouraging 


that we havé since kept.up.a campaign of full page advertisements 
throughout the country. The advertisements have appeared in New 
York, Philedelphia, Washington, Ohi oS 8 
: i ie aaa 7 intervals. 
| = S S R 7 / , - 
{ ih ; . 4 BaP tin 7 foal kk: . y 











intervals. Other cities like Detroit, San Francisco, Housto 
(Texas) and others, have had one or tyo advertisements each, The. 
‘result was astounding. We becamé the best knom Jewish organi«- 
sation among the Gentiles". . after describing 4 new field for 
‘the Conmiittee's activities, the saving of the Jews-of Rurope, 

[| ttsti‘iéidiayss «he work is becoming exciting. Unfortunately 
the whole burden is carried by five or six Palestinians Including 
who, although he never visited Palestine, is a 
Palestinian. 2X : aaa aaa 
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(U} "a Novenier 1943 the U.S. Branch of the N.2.0. suggested to 


PEP Sa ts 


the U.S. Emergency Cotiicil (an.old zionist organisation) that they 


should. form a combined front against the BERCSGY groups...‘ 
7) Revisionist in ‘the. U. we dhe. fs 
of the N.Z.0. im London, ofa. 
_ mee | anch of the N.Z,0, and the BERGSGT 
groupp BERGSON and were, reported ‘to have said that 
i, they. were not Revisionists, 2., they consider the Revisionist 
|U} -orgonisation as meaningless, 3. any. attachment on their part to 


‘Revisioniam was harmless to Jewish interests which they claimed 


"to represent, 4. they refused to undertake any fight against the 
‘present polloy in Palestine..S%. - ee . 
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WU} 0. tn Fukye ROL we received information. that BERGSON was to be 


inducted into, the U.S. Army but that he had stated his,intention — 


ee aa Ar > ey é 
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En Augtist 191, the U.9, branch of the N.Z.0. was. criticising 
ene Hebrew Comittee for its m-Zionist abtit : he follovine ook 
extract is quoted yerbatim from a letter Prom) a C 
tthe newly formed committee is an outgrowth of the "“Emergenc 
Committee to Save the Jewish Péople of Europe" with which we have 
hod no contact. The Emergency Committee's campaign clashed. with 
our Revisionist convictions and followed, elpsely in the footsteps of 
’ the Américan Jéwish Congress, which is a non-Zionist body, 1% 
failed to emphasize the Palestine problem and eyen, when mentioning 
Palestine, reiterated the demand that the’ political, aspect of the 
Palestine situation should, not bé¢ touched upon, as if anything could 
be effected with regard to the Palestine question without touching 
upon its political aspects!It culminated in the open non~Zioniat 
slopan of "free ports for refugees in the United States", and what 
is worsé, 1% helped to create a lot of confusion in the minds of 
. those who were not well. informed on the Jewish question. We could 
tolerate this line of agitation so long as 14 did not attack our, 
basic principles. After’all, there are many Jewish organisations 
in this country who advocate the same measures, We haticto ignore 
alll of them and do our utmost to make our voice more pronounced — 
and more effective. ‘But when the group created the "Hebrew Comittice 
for National Liberation” and clearly announced that the Jews of America 
and other Western comtries are outside the realm of jewish nationality 
Ho --- , ‘gna the Jewish problem, we had to declare against them openly, ani"éhly _.. 
(Th because their activity was associated with our organisation, but ‘also 
~ ‘peeauge we firmly believed that this sort of campaien, if developed on 
‘alarge scale, embraced a seriqus danger to our entire Zionist’ umder- 


waPpter dur public, denunciation of their policies end actions, Mz’, 
BERGSOY, who has Long repudiated his association with the N.20., and~.. 
some of his ¢o-workers, made an attempt to destroy the N.2.Q. by” eee 
creating the fiction of the SZionist-Revisionist® organization, composed 


of the handful of former revisionists who are paid workers of the comnittes. 
purpose: of this organization is to create the impression. that the 












party is split. and that there is neither a united policy nor a united 


front among its workers. SC 
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"Pollowing the usual superficial. and, we may Suy,“decebtful 


approach to the American Jews which was. employed by the Zionists 
and the philanthropists ("give money for relief, or for saving ; 
souls") » they succeaded in mobilising considerable funds which, 
in our opinion, they have “been wasting for completely ineffective 
propaganda from a political point of view, They have fev friends 
' and moeviy enemies and although they may exist, they have no chance 
of developing a large following in this country because they have no 
political idea based upon the realities of Jewish life and representing 
a Glear-out departure from that of other groups, as that of political 


er ae 


ee ; 


"Not only in Jewish life, but also in the Gentile world, can - 
their political Pfriends be counted on the fingers of one hand, and. 

IJ} ne ett should be added that none of those whom they approached was en 
lightened on the fall impact of ‘the Jewish or Palestine question. “X 


= fy he © ~ 


4 
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Matters have reached such a state that those of their Gentile 
friends who were convinced Zionists or were later informed on the 
real issue tvhich confronts Zionism, Left them because of the _pro- 
nounced, non-%ionist stand of the committee, The case of 7 


is well-lmowm end the attached. clipping from the Tfew York Times | 
TT _ is further illustrative of this °° 
situation. Americar Gentiles have to teach these people what . ake 
(TT) Zionism ist". S.<~ | _ ~? : 
‘En September 1944. BERGSON sent + a number of documents 
relating to the activities of the recent ormegtiebrei Comittee 
of Nationa eration, They included a ietter dated 16.9.4. weitten 
"by Lutes RONTALD the U.S, novelist, a co-Chairman of the American 
‘League flor a Free Palestine (one.of BERGSON's Committees). Tt is in 
reply to a query’ from a correspondent who had heard the accusation 
that the leaders of the BERGSGY group, who were at one time members 
of the Irgum, were using their comnitice as “one of the fronts for 
one of the irresponsible terrorist groups in Palestine’?. Bromfield 
attributed these simours to the British Government and certain eléments 


lite ~~—ain the Democratic Party who find the activities of the Comittee em- 
barrassing .~ | ‘ | 


“Another enclosure was a copy of a, telegram from the Hebr« : 
olish Committee of National Liberatio eGublin 
ying greetings and agking them to help we 

| b7C 











fen days after the first article appeared a retraction was 
published, In particular the newspaper stated that ' i% did nov 
| propose to try to. trace any tie-up betisgen the Hebrew Committee 
(0) Beate terrorigts in Palestine’. “5 


ah A ve no 
2. sheodord}amy Mant Neopmat ovrs0H, 4 


t 


le have no certain record of this man, Es a | 
Pole who was in the U.K. from 1937 to 1940; was ac one time a DG 
prominent Revisionist in the 0.5. In December 1910 BERGSON referred y7c 
to him as “an exceptionally fine fellow". Our lates} material record | 
dated January 1943 shows that he had quarrelled with the Nessiut in 
the U.S.A. | Although he favoured a Jewish Army Scheme and the idea ae 
of a Jewish State, the fact that he had also quarrelled wit : 
makes his identification with a meuber of the BaRGSO: 
(U} "group do UFigu without further infomation, 3g : 
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In Ocicber 1939. __] while in Paris, rdeeived a telegram 
fre a, Yarsav Revisionist, who was at. that: time in. 


London, asking to contact Jacoby at a Hotel in Paris.. The ~ | 
Lotter-was a Revisionist connected. with exms trafficking, .He - 


Pilieireatee di. ae Ss : 7 ia H. we 3 
’ Jn December 19. was referred:to. as beirig connected. 


with HILLEL COOK, Since that date name often sppearg — 
iy) . dm correspondence connected with the BERGSOY Groupe a 





Se ee nn ee en ne gl eee 


__ In August rgi2[ J wis[ ot the Dépaximent 
of Information and Public Relations o © Committee of. the Jewish . 


(0) —— ‘& ia bat a * ag ge ak 
Tx Me, on receLved a. Letter from of the 
Dissident Emergency Committee in London. (See above). . Tt» 
appears: + pases had been. offered the post of London corres=— 
_ pondent: of a News Agency sponsored by. the BERGSON Group. 
provisionily accepted the offer but asked for further details of 
the exact status of the Agency. He askeal_—_] to send him an. 
official authorisation in order -that he could obtain access to 
official sources in London, He also asked for the name of 
‘to be included in the letter of authorisation. (rhe 
jatter is imam to us as @ Revisionist but he does not appear to have 


Ss 


ie plafadiany active part during the eight years he has been in this. |. - 
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g | SUBJECT: PETER BERGSON 
e| SECURITY MATTER - X 
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AY 


rr 


. m a highly confidential source it has been ascertained ‘that 
ion of the Czechoslovakian Embassy was furnished information by 
the ae assy on February 2, 1945 concerning the above captioned 


was advised bya of the British Embassy that 
Pate id not pay any attention to or reply to his 


eb relative to the relief of the persecuted Jewish people of Europes 
BERGSQN is head of the Hebrew Committee of National Iiberation and 
gecor is an 'Irgan" (phonetic), Jewish Terrorist Army and is 


g¢ to 
PR Bt ery « 2 e ¥ ry 2 * e e = 
Ne ae citizen of Palestine. He is going under an alias and his real name 1s 


~~ 


b6 
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= ae aeee 7 KOOK. lieved to be a grandson of the old Palestine Rabbi_ DOL? (phonetic) 
wae "1" KOOK expressed the opinion that he is a mixture of missionary | 


‘and erook.e He expressed the opinion that he is probably sincere in his prin- 
‘ciples but employs disreputable methods in connection with his raising of 
funds, BERGSON is behind four or five committees such as thexCommittee to 
Save the Jewish People of. Eyrope y*Hebrew_Liberati ons>Eree Palestiné Committees 
and ‘the-Gommittee for _a Palestine Army. advised that the official 
Zionists here such as{ jan disapprove of BERGSONe. 1) 













ma The above is being furnished for the information of the Bureau 
and inasmuch as it has been obtained froma highly, confidential source it 


should not be disclosed to any outside agency. (5X hi 
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Office Memorandum °* UNITED STATES 


JKiis PC 


TO : MR. D. M. LAD DATE: 
pecan : _. March 5, 1945 


FROM : J. K, al an 


SUBJECT: ca ea —_— 
/ Ld -ZoPre 


— RS Dawes 


Mr. Eien lon... eee 


Bir, 4” Mi CCOM ewase ; 





Mr. © sine Paliom..-- 





of the Secret Service called and requested that [6 
a check be made to see if the Bureau has anything in its files that would "=b7c =" 
caanae Peter Bergson with the Sturn gang. 


I informed ee. such a check would be made and he 
would be advised as to the results thereof. : 
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Me. > dat ans Giation: or Borgson. With -the. Stern. ange” Howeverty: ‘several: ‘ablepationg have: . . ‘ 


Nw -baen, made’ ‘charging that- Berggon As: contested: with: ‘the. train. oni Teunt; a a terrorist - og 
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| Peter Bergson is deseribed as being single and thirty~four years of 
j age. He is related to have been born in Lithuania, the son of' Rabbi Dov Kook, ~ 
aan It is related that he studied typography at the Hebrew University; although. he 
claims to be a journalist. He is. said to be a British eitizen. In 1929, he + | 
allegedly became involved in riots between Arabs and ‘Jews. in Palestine and , : 
7 -at:that time was also alleged to have been engagéd in an organization to Si 
7s. ‘adwance the Jews against the Arabs in Palestine. .‘He subsequently is reported © 
. %o have become affiliated with a group advocating "Free Immigration to 
is Palestine." With regard to this group, it has been alleged that its real 
| - purpose was to smuggle into Palestine people outside of the immigration quota. 


:..In the year 1936 Bergson reportedly left Palestine for London wheré head~ . 
.%. Quarters of his group were established. Later the remark "We have beeri 
meee ‘responsible for 40,000 Jewish refugees having entered Palestine illegally . 


‘Brom Burope during the past seven years" was attributed to Bergson. Tt = 
- fg-alleged-that Bergson is not looked upon with favor by. the British Government. © — 
ss (100-3091 32~13 1L00-25'7656=4) ne : | 


Bergson, since le came ty the United States, is said-to have been © 
most active, from 4. policy-making point of view, in the following organizations: .. 
. American Friends of a Jewish Palestine, Committee for a Jewish Army of State- °°. 
oe less and Paléstinian Jews, Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of °° -. 
. . Europe; American Ledgue for a Free Palestine,’ Hebrew Committee of National 
 Tdberations | (100-309132-1) | Pe oe & Fe 
= in May, 1943, information was-‘received that although Bergson had | 3 
gee. 24 requested diplomatic immmity, a deportation order was then outstanding — - 
' - against him. In this regard, in a final plea before the Board of Immigration. | 
Appeals, Eergson.is said to have requéestéd the withdrawal of a pending 
arrest warrant issued against him for illegal residence in this country. It 
is said that during these proceedings Bergson made an application with the 
Department of State for.a permanent visa.so that he could continue his work ~ 
on behalf of the "Hebrew people." (100-310922-3-7 he oe a 
4 -. : Pe Tigi ee ; ‘ 


« 





me oe | With regard to Bergson! s-reported attempt to maintain his status:  < 
.-/ 4n thé United States, it has been reliably reported that in November, 1942, . 
Bergson communicated with a Governmental agency relating that he and five ae ae 

of his colleagues, who were then in the United States as visitors,;-were in’. © = = 

' danger of being drafted into the United-States Army. Heis said to have, pA =~ 
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expressed himself as being eden $0 fight ‘in the United stuies nies except : - 
. for the fact that he and his colleagues shired the responsibility ofa o~ >. 

-. ... Much larger issue, namely the raising of a Jewish Army of 200,000 men, He i. 

- + + pequested, according to-the report, that hig Draft sited ‘be , with 

Ais noncombatant yalue to the United Nations . 
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Bergson and his activities have been publicly. bbdolted 4 in ‘the ee 
press over & period. of a year, The Communist Daily Worker has been most - 3 
+ , -wooiferous in its attacks. In ‘addition, other legitimate news organs have | ee. 
branded Bergson as a representative of the "Irgun." It wag clained that’ rn as 
he collected over one million dollars from the American people, although’ © 2-2 * 
he "became vague according to one’ news article when it was insisted. tat | ei. 
_, he tell what use had been made of the one million’ dollars. It is also an 
: pointed out that, although. Bergson refused British Army service on the ‘- 
a ground that he wanted to fight. in a Hebrew Army, he had made-no attempt. . 
_ to’ join the Jewish Brigade which had already been. formed. It was publi ely. 
stated at that time that Bergson was then appealing: & 1A classification 
"fron his Selective Service Board on, the grounds of i caneepemret del Bee ae 
a _ (100%31601228) ~- i ye ge 
‘ Phe YWashington Post fr October’ As. Phe ‘carried an article oy. 2 
(ou 2 Ae a parts: is as follows: ee is a 


, 
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: “Bergeon admitted when | questioned, however, that: ‘the Hebrew i Psy 
Comuittee of. National Liberation, of which he is Chairman, is. ©. as 
“7° | * not: American; has no ‘right .to collect funds}, is taking ‘no action 0 
oS: Steward -the. diréct: relief of Hebrews, arid-did not, 40. their. | SO Bate Ag ee 
a ee ett) represent. either Buropean or Palestinian, Hebrews." ke ee 2 * 
oe 2 (100~316012—-A-7).": a “ae 
| - Regarding: Bergson's activities in the mumerous. couuitbsue and oneuies me 
" gabious referred to hereinbefore, it ig reported that the American Zionist : 
Emergency Council commented in a-fashiion which -had been referred ‘to as typical: - - 
ae of the. statements made by “the more, Wgolidtt. Jewish organizations: os S Ae ae 
om : : . . : | "Bergson! s perrere is an atteapt to > perpetnate Es edlossal. , Cee 
ae es hoa on ‘the Jewish people." -_ ce hg ee ee 
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- Wes ‘7 the statenient is. said to. have continned; warning. ‘te public : "She ee 
’ press. and officials not tobe taken in by "the. brazen fraud of a half dozen. a te ee 
Jadventurers with, no: “standing, credentials or mandate, except, from A platols | ee es 
| pacing irgun. T ~ (62460950-42) | fea aa 
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se ane. ae his ‘also been: reported ‘that. Peter ‘Bergeon was dieu by: 
“hae ‘officiate oF. the eras: of chicas: in gonnection bed ee registration 
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yee of the. Hebrew ‘Committes. of National Liberation | andar the Foreign. Agente. ao ee as 
—a a. Registration. Acbh.« At that. time he. allegedly” indicated that. he raed | . ~~ : | hs 
8 TS the. Révisionist ideology and stated that le, Like most: other young Palestiniand,’. ae 
ie * had: belonged “to a. secret ‘defense eorps"™. but: declined %0 give ‘any: information Pee. a 
ae a Z . concerning. this: ‘point.’ “However, ‘he: reportedly. denied: that he had ‘péen Bo ate 


27 « > 


la. nember: of any public’ Revisionist: body.” This ‘latter statement is said $o be ., PMPs yet 


4 


|). in direct. contrast to: an-announcenient. which appeared-in the official ~ organ oF 
ee _ the World reetsloneg of, the ‘New Zionist, Organization. “which, stated: ~ ee ee ee 7 
| 
| 







ee. ge ee - MOub oF ‘bespect £0: ‘the: ‘hemory: of our’ ‘preat, leader wig $: as ce 
,  Wiadinir Jabotinsky +s, it-has been decided-to leave his post” <. — A, BYE cles 
at aoe 7 | ““yhocoupied for at least one: year: fromthe: date of -his ‘passing ws Sed bee ee 
Poe os ere third of: August. (1940). -.Meanmiile a quorum of the Presidency” 00 0.0 020) 
os Ge dace cae New York“, ‘g WLLL continis. to direct the movement: sys Tn order: = ted a 
ae ee ae” strengthen. ‘SHS: presidenty, it was deemed: advisable to‘ co= -oph'a number - oe Bs 
lg. O£ men known. for. their ability and usefulness” “tor the: movement. over B. - a Pag ae 
“2 t  period-of years; The following -have “been..cooped with full. wergs ee See 
85e. SS” HANLel Cook:(Peter, Bergson), and! bye she, 
Seas oe oo The Presidency; know in al ror aa Nessilt, ia the nt 
(Us: ySupreme directing organ of the-moyenenb. 20 oye fis eS a 


ee, oe , With, Yespect’ te ‘the. above announcerient} one source had ‘the: following’. coe 





fe ole Oe a Mihi s. ‘Bnnouhcement: dppears. to: be: worth’ shilaens tpn ‘At the end | -. we 
UN TNL 981940, “when “this announcement was. made,” there-were in New York many 
ee a Revision sb Leaders: from Yarious ‘parts of the world; whére the work of: the - ae | 
“Uses New Zionist Organization cannot be, publicly-carried-out. “In addition, “00-5 
ess OL thriving branches: o£ the, Ne Zs Oe exist: ‘in South Africa, _Englangd; Australia, oe 
PME woes es and elsewhere; Of. the menh:co-opted for the World Prasi dar ae ore eres eS ey 
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eS » - sbranches of the New Zionist Organization in South ‘America. - 7 oe : 
Be tates x i of the New Zionist Youth. organization..; A Seren or all @-~-, 
“i So other publie sourees did ‘not reveal: any past.or present’ activities. Ae ea 

BS iia “the New, ZLonist - ‘Organt zation. ‘by Bergson: (or Kook). Nets. in, this world *- - ea 
ae Sane if _ organization With-“more “than a. dozen séctions and. claiming three-quarters... = eee 
rae sa of a million members,“ Rergson is ‘selected for the World: Presidency as one. ..- 

tn On three. sien 'known: for. their ability and uséfulness .to. the movement over - ie see 
ue oo ae: ‘period. of years. . S¥nce the: only: things Known’ about: ‘this. man: are his ad -. “one oo 


ee me "mitted membership in a aecret defense: corps in. Palestine, and his activities. ae 


a ne : “in ‘the réfugee-smugeling network : =~ both possibly contiected with’ Irgun -— . 2 os 
sur in- + it may be: that Peter Bergson was-selected to’ ‘Serve, on, the’ Revisionist ~ ee Se 
“0 7% , Worle Presidency. as a representative of Irgun.! Be er a 
ee eee Oe. 8s 7 (100~316012=15° pox lA arid -TS)h Se ee ea De Se on 


Le digeasgion of: Peter Bergson is \not comp ate without ‘pevealing’ Sa a te 





tee oe - the aptivi ties of his prinaty organization: in. this country’s the. Hebrew. ee ie 
ae :,, Committee of Nettional. Liberation. ee ee SN gd ee ae a er hae ee Te er 
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Ee of Jerusalem, and néphew.of the ate’ Chief “Rabbi Kook of Palésting, 
others were: 
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“~The following information, sweet niga by investi gation, > ‘has ‘been 
‘Yoluntariy submitted math respect. hak ‘this. organization: 


= 


| On May: 1g, ’ “U9dhy the establighnent of an "Eubas ay?" ain n Washington; Ds C. P 
- for a proposed Hebrew Nation in. Palestine. was announced. This was ascribed 
“by. the source to be the- climax of a series of activities in the United States 


. on the part of a- small number of Palestinian citizens for a.period of some - 


three years. It was alleged that the group first called. itself the Free 
Palestine Committee and finally became known as. the subjéct. organization. .It 


| Was said that during these three years considerablé publicity was engaged ‘in’ 


by these Palestinian citizens in:the United States. The canpaign was said _ 
to have been conducted in the face of considerable: opposition from established 
 -American-Jewi sh leadership, priricipally. that of. ‘powerful Zionist groups. - It | 
was said.that the Palestinian sponsors, of the. Hebrew Committee ‘of National . 
Liberation come. from the “extreme right wing" | of ‘the Zionist. movement, known 

as the Revisiorilst‘ Party, and were charged with ‘being representatives: of the - 

. Irgun Zvai Leumi, whichis. said to be the terrorist. group: engaging in violence | 
in Palestine, During the course of. potirities of this” groupy it was said it -' | 
secured thé support and endorsexient £ many prominent ‘American non-Jews, - °° 
"Ancluding mecbers oF Congress; S. ’ Government heaped! 3° -and other. ied figures... 


The source pointed out that the: ‘Aim af the group: was. obtensibly to, 
secure 5 the moral and ‘financial support of the American people for propogals . 
. to form an arnty. of. Palestinian and. Statéless Jews to secure free Jéwish 
' imferation into Palestina and ‘to set up finally an independent "Hebrew. Nation." . D 
It was related further. that by. medng of full-page. advertisements in the press, 
- by benéftt - performances, and other functions, the group sought to- raise funds - 
and to enroll members for a series of sevéral’ American groups which were being’ ~* 
«sponsored, the. most important of which were the Committee for a Jewish Army,  .° 
‘the Emergency | Committee ta Save the Jewish People of Europe 5 and the American . 
‘ Igague fora Free Palestine. . (This last-named organization has in turn - fa 
sponsored’ arid bog aa at least on papery | the ram Committee of National 
-“Hiberation.) 7 | 


2 


— 


“Tt was ieee pointed “out ‘that the Bree Palestine Committee (the . 
pain group) consisted of seven persons, all but one of whom were Palestinians, . 
‘and who allegedly left their homeland separately during the period 1939-1941 , 
net in the United States later, and ‘began. formulating. their program.. The 9 
“‘léader of ‘the group was described as: being Peter Bergson, son of Rabbi Dovkook 
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Tt was : Sunther related: that. witha the anhounvanent of the. opening ‘of 


he Vieacee iin Washington, ‘the -Fred: Palestine Committee. emerged under the, . e . 


Name. "Hebrew Committee of National. liberation: - Two additional: ‘persons Were | 
* said to. have. been. included, naneLy,. Pinhas Delougas ¢ Géscribed as an- engineer 
and archeologist, - and Theodore Ben-Nalum. Tt. was ‘announced. publicly that - 


$63,060 had ‘been paid for the former Iranian Legation home.’ ‘To: firiance subsequent * | 
pebtivities, itis. said that: the: Committee. desired to float a one-million-doller | a 


ten-year. bond issue , and in this regard had sought. the Way's. and means to make _ 
such an issue pos avble under aera of ute re anid, Bachange . ee 
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lth is itt that with: the vulstoaens. of the- Hebrew Commi tee be mc 
National Liberation and. the atmouncenent of its. program, a number of Bonist .. ae 
‘groups whidh lave.in the past advounted the- establishnent oF a. Jewish Common~ 
wealth in Palestine ‘attacked. ‘Bergsont Ss group: publicly. Among the groups. were . 
‘the’ American Zionist tb Emergency: Council "end the Hadassah. In addition, ‘the < . 
Coimunist press} including the Jewish Communist: publigation: Norgen Freiheit 2 a1 
attacked ‘the Hebrew Committee of National” Liberation and asserted that. its | i 


/ er perce the “Irgun. ae 
(ass Fepork, Mae sigh 6-6-4453 


the: source from which the ‘reais information was forthcoming also 
. informed: ‘that while relationship between. the ‘Hebrew Comittee of National - — 
Tiberation and the 'Trgun" in Palestine has not been admitted, ‘there is sufficient | 
. ¢@Lreunstantial evidence to justify charges which have been made. It has beer” 
“<" pointed out by this source that no deriial of ‘the charge. of "Irgunt comecbions: : 

' . has ‘been made, and. further that ‘who. had returned to- Palestine | 


+ . 


iad 





in early 1944 to. Serve as the grouo's représentative, was arrested in Tel-Aviv bo _ 


an April, 1944, at the time when’ there had been. terrorist gairees for which ' =e 
the aah ial allegedly admitted responsibility. ar 


4 


ao In this same vegard,. ab has been pointed out, that, the Hebr “ei comatttee 


“of National: Liberstiionts magazine, ’ me pe mM pea ray 1s A bina tao | 
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a American | newspaper Articles discussing the ‘then recent violence “in. ‘Pollesting, | ear 
2% Pye ee somewhat sympathetic tone, “It has’ beer: said that ‘comment was added). -.. 0 
Sane ‘ guggesting that-the terrorist activities of the “Trgun" might be: excusable’. : thea oe 
‘.'-.. °T*hag been algo Blleged that ‘the tem WConmittes. of National Liberation’ a a 
‘0° shal been’ ore which has been used by menbers:6f the "Irgun" in Palestine who’: - 
ra - are allezed ‘to’ hayé on eccasions.likened themselves: to Marshal Tito's Partis iting, woos 
Sas -It was. also said that Bergson. at. the Opening of. the Vashington’ "Embassy" *-, a. a 


. \ gétiarked. that 'the-dJews in Palesting’ are not freé: to speak-&3 a nation short . Mag. Be 


fae of a’ successful, revolution." . ‘This statement: ‘twas alleged, resembled : ‘thie: oe, oe - 
7 ae ‘objectives of ‘the . SIxgun. f ee ee i a ee ee ee ed oe Bak 
ee Ve oe “prior tothe: publie aAnnounceéli tent of “the | ‘opening of the MHebrew | oe ee 
| ts aes there was -cirewlated in April; 19445: 8 form Lettex.on ‘the stationery. . athe Se 


oo of the American ‘heague for a Free’ Falestine’ which continued after ari introduction © : 
Piya a |. pointing out the extreme hardships. of Hebrew people in Europes) > oe fea fe ae ced 


foe a ‘ ee "Tin view - of. the, ‘situation, We, a group: ‘of, Amey Lcans xésponding Eo. “ ie ae : 
“7 so @n-appeal by the. Hebréw Comittee of National Liberation, deeiddd go” 02. 2 


ee aie: f “Teuneh’ a. vigorous. campaign with the following three fold purposes Os es. 0047: 


2 +27... _a) fo open the dosrs of Palestine to: ‘the. escaping ‘Hebrews of Europa; ~ a ae 
soe)” + (6) fo bring about the formation of a Hebrew Palestine Arny.to-. Bas oe 
a ane eae -“partiéipate in the. invasion of. Europe and. the oodupdtion: of. Germanys . ttn ee 
ener ees . _ (¢) -To ‘seckre recognition of the: Hebrew people: of Europe and’ Palestine: « re 2. 
seg 7 as @ hation with rights of. ‘representation Ln, the é councils’ of ak Re ae ee 

os rage ae Nations and. at, the ‘peace tabs a alge ee ae oo ae — 
ees ee the abote. tefetired to. Lebtet weit on fo" or atata Sn an {nai aural = oe oy 


: ee - af a ae ok ee *"-(4.00-299904). et ee ro eee 
i 2 eis, undér date of dune 29, L944 ain Amatican Md aFree <7) 
mre / Falestine; Incorporateds, cirevlated another form letter An. which 1% was: stated. ome 
set wg. os he Hebrew: ‘Committee: Of National, Liberation, temporary trustee of : . fe ed 
wre o. Hebrew national interests in tehalfof the Stateless. and: Palestinian... ee 
le Hebrews,’ hag issued ’a eall for aid. .-These ‘Earopean and. Palestinian ae 8 Sa oe 
wv «4, Hebrews. dre a Separate. and distinct people, “not: to be confused with ee oe 
Pa 7 Auericans or other nationals of the. Jewish | ‘faith, ‘Living in countries ee 
ee a le OE theix birth. or adoption: 2 eg Be oe Ee. oa i a ee ee ee 
ge aes, a ‘niphe’ American. heague for a Free- Palestine ig a, non-sectarian: organiza, ee 
ae aes * tion created in-r response. ‘to. this. galls: ER is: sponsored. by 2 crosses es 
“so srs" Jseebion.of. Leading Americaits ‘who give their’ whole~hearted supports BO ae ee 
oe ee this movement ‘fox, “national, iWberation.! Ce ee ae gee hat, 8 a _ ee 
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foo So Biel ésed with, tle duné:29; 1944, tissue. was. a four-page: leaflet: whieh: ees 
-. «¢ ‘bears 'on its first page a picture. of the "Hebrew Embassy" dacated ab 2315... an og, : 
ie Be iz Massachusetts Avenues Washington, | 5 7 gee ar ee a a fe as 
ae, oe eee Aé ‘regards a ‘possible route. ‘of: “funds: distripubed: by the Hebrew Committee. - oe 
-'. of Nabional Liberation, the following Anformation. is: ‘submitted, as. in turn received,’ ee | 
mea ee from a. confidential sourcgs ” Peg See oe Se nn a ae, 
oe ee One| 
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eee. * where, this money could” he: Sent’ was. Turkey. | (It: isto be recalled that 

os, Left the United States, during. the. early part of 1944 for the Middle East, -__. 

: Sey Yeportedly. on @ mission for the War Refugee Board and reportedly as a ‘representa-- 
: is a bLve-of the. Emérgenéy Comittee to Save, thé Jewish People of Europe, whi ch, Latter?” 
oo gretip is one in.which Bergson has been ititerested,) /.00-3160127) ea + ar 
ee ae at ‘the ‘early pais’ of. October, ADA, the: Tashi ngton Post: pete a series . ‘ 
te eS of articles: relative. to Bergson, the Hebrew Comittee. of National. Idberation, ° ; : , 
oO. and affiliated groups. in an article appearing ‘in the: Octob er, r, 3, ADA, issue... * 
fae ‘of this: TOTS pers ‘Bergs on-is quoted as having. sdid? 0. 08 Soy oO Te 
ee ee ee “Rel ef work has: been. 2 ‘gma’: “part of our. wore... Our’ ‘majority. agtivi ity: 
wey ys Se oRs tocmebhlize ‘the inderstanding ‘and help of Ameritari ‘people ; for" ae 
i : an integral and positive solution of thé problems of thé Jewish - |” - 
Coa oo people in-Europe. ..we: have been resporisible. for forty. thousand bee 
a ee ‘Jewish: refugees: having entered Palestine illegally from Europe °° °° 
ce ae . Sieiae Ahe past séven yéars: I and my workers managed to accomplish \. | 
Fe ee ee age, ee Oe, ‘feat through. underground. methods." pe Wie eee ee a en te 
pig eee ee. AY his same article ‘pointed ‘out: ‘that -a number of. proitinent: pedple, oe 
oe ees . both in the miited ‘States. Gévermment ‘and ovt}denouricéd Bergson and, ‘hig: group Soak 
va ao  for-the uriauthorized: use of their names in connection: with, the Literature - a 
ste pgs the group. which was: di. di siglbuted as well as. functions’ Lt sponsors ed. Te a 
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